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THERE' s A WORD that keeps :

cropping up in CIA parla.nce
often used instead of “people.”
The - word 1s. ussels. As
in: - What @ assets. do we
have’
Chile) °. (Laos)
; gPams) (Stratford-on-Avon)"

C“But it doesn't -mean just

human beings,” said Thomas-
Powers.  “It's a category :of
things, shorthand for anything
they could  use: newspapers,

newspapermen, student organi~
- zations, a-bug in a hotel room .

somewhere, diplomatic activ1ty,

a research assistant in some :

medical department.” . -
* Or anrentire army"

~“Yeah, sure,” said: Tom
Powers: “They’'d probabiy have
.been smarter through the years

. if they’d listed a few liabilities.”

Actually Powers acquired a..
‘considerable amount of respeet -
_for. The Agency during the .
three-recent years he worked -
on. The Man Who Kept the

Seecrets: Richard Helms and. the
14, a book that’s being hailed.
as the best and in some ways
the seariest to date .on that

whole curious area of Amencan -

endeavor.
“My - 1mpresswn " its. author

said, “is that the CIA is pretty"
mte]hgent and capable: I did -

not walk away w:th the feehng
they were clowns.”
Or : gumshoes? . W‘hat about
-the Bayof Pigs?
“Thes CIA doesn’t. make
policy,” said Powers. “It tries to

. do what it's told to do: In the -
" Bay of Pigs'it was undertakmg ’
- something that couldn’'t  be

done. Placing a force of 1500 —

_on an isolated beach — against -
an army of -200,000. Completely .

nuts, So the problem~ wasn’t
gumshoes. It was the plan.”
In Chapter 7 of. Secrets we

learn of the two anonymities — -

a. Marine colonel and a CIA aide
-— who toward the end of the

Eisenhower era in fact worked:

up the Bay of Pigs for then
deputy director Richard Bissell.
-Former newspaperman. - Tom
Pawers clenched a fist of satis-
faction as he said: “Two names

in. Guatemala- {Cuba)-:
(Leningrad). -

b Post photo by Richard Gummere
. Thomas "Powers: - Sorting
T U out the revolutions.

by the way. revealed to the
- world for the first time by my

© book. Which is crazy _in
itself — that “for .20 years,
nobody knew.” " -

Powers is now convineed that

.8 newspaper he worked-on in
Italy, -the Rome Daily Ameri-

cits  fake cireulation figures,
its scanty local coverage, its

““nuttily right-wing editorials.”
~8till, he'd had a worldwide

‘scoop in the Rome Daily Ameri-
-~ ean on the day on which he and
his _wife Candace woke up in
Athens, Greece, to  find. it
an -“absolutely silent .and
eerie city.” When they reached

~ Constitution Square and- saw

. the soldiers and tanks, they

"knew what had happened: the'
= Colonels.- had . taken- over the .

thls.i )

country. -
Powers ‘'will be -39
coming Wednesday. -He grew
up .in Pelham, the son of

Joshua - Bryant Powers, a UPI-

man turned publishers' repre-
sentative for Latin. America.

From Tabor Academy and Yale

and the Army (“in Georgia as a

radio operator — real boring”) -

the younger Powers went {o
Rome for two years, briefly. to
London, then back here in late
1967 to go to work himself on
- general assignment for UPI.

“I was their resident
student-revolution - - specialist.
Must have covered 50 demon-

strations — big ones. Sniffed a

can, wag a CIA asset, though-'-
at the time all he notxced was .

" trouble,

journalists did then.

" lot of tear gas, just lxke a 1ot (u .

“Never thought of myself as *

 radical. I'd be very hard put to

" describe to you what my poli-
tics are, or were. But I certainly
felt every call to revolution was
personally. addressed fo me,
and that I had to stand up and
answer. Later I had to sort all
that out, which is why I ended
up. wntmg two books about it.”

.~ "The two books are The War

at Home and Diana: Making of
a  Terrorist, -on  the  Diana
QOughton’ wht_) blew herself up in
that town house down in the
Village on 11th Street. I{'s one

.-..bloek’ away from the house in
- ‘'which Powers and his wife and’
* their three little girls live today
— “the houseé my wife arrived-

at as an infant, and grew up
in.” - Candace Powers teaches
‘school on the Lower East Side.
She's  the daughter of-the late
J.'G. L. Molloy,. once counsel to

Richard

" Piorello LaGuardia.-

. So what about’

- Helms, who seems. to gmerge

from the pages of The Man

- Who Kept-ithe Secrets (Knopf)
- as an enormous. blank, or, as

John -le¢ Carve puts it, a
~“banality in depth”? :
. Powers does not agree..

“Helms is not a banal man.

He's a prosaic figure. An
intelligence bureaucrat. Not an
adventurer larch-rival Bissell

the adventurer] Not an

em ence .grise. Just a good

~ administrator, a.guy trying to

run this enormous agency and
keep-it out of the press, out of

of warfare with  the White
House.” :

Then came Watergate ’\Tow'

.- comes Iran.

“I'm. sure Rlchard Helms had

‘no inkling into the ferment in
- Iran during his whole tenure

as . Ambassador - there, - no

knowledge that the Shah was _

about tg fall until he fell. -

. “Helms's whole -career .and .

life was. as.-an. intelligence
administator. . ' Nobody.
asked him to go out into. the-

~ streets of Nicaragua to find out °

what’s going on. Nor would he
have done it. I think he’d have
chosen another line of work.” .
Powers had three interviews
with Helms, and a fourth one

after Helms had had a chance

to look over the manuscript.
What had Helms said then?
“He-said that the Cadillac he
had .. acquired - in 1952 was
inherited from his father, and it

) wasn't gray, it was beige.”
R JERRY TALLMER- [
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out of- conflict with
-'other intelligence agencies, out -

ever -




